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SUBJECT: OECD/CSTP: UTILIZATION OF THE SOCIAL 
SCIENCES IN GOVERNMENTAL POLICY - PROPOSAL FOR MEETING 

MISSION HAS RECEIVED FOLLOWING LETTER FROM SECRETARIAT: 

QUOTE: FOLLOWING THE DISCUSSIONS BY THE COMMITTEE 
AT ITS MAY MEETING, IT WAS AGREED: 

(I) THAT DELEGATES WOULD FORWARD TO THE SECRETARIAT 
OBSERVATIONS AND COMMENTS ON THE RECOMMENDATIONS 
PUT FORWARD IN SECTION IV OF THE REPORT OF THE EXPERT 
GROUP (SPT(77)5); PARTICULARLY THOSE RELATING TO THE 
ROLE OF, AND POSSIBLE FOLLOW-UP BY, THE CPST; 

(H) THAT THE HOLDING OF AN AD HOC MEETING ATTENDED 
BY HIGH-LEVEL REPRESENTATIVES OF GOVERNMENT "USERS" 

OF SOCIAL SCIENCE RESEARCH FINDINGS AND METHODS IN 
RELATION TO CONCRETE ADMINISTRATIVE PROBLEMS SHOULD 
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BE FURTHER EXPLORED. IN ORDER, THEREFORE, TO PREPARE 
SUCH A MEETING, WHICH SHOULD - IF THE SECRETARIAT'S 
INTERPRETATION OF THE DISCUSSION ON THIS REPORT IS 
CORRECT - CONSTITUTE A DIALOGUE BETWEEN GOVERNMENT 
"USERS" OF SOCIAL SCIENCE KNOWLEDGE AND SOCIAL 
SCIENTISTS THEMSELVES, WE SHOULD WELCOME THE VIEWS 
AND SUGGESTIONS OF MEMBER COUNTRIES CONCERNING 
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SPECIFIC POINTS FOR DISCUSSION WHICH ARISE FROM THE 
REPORT (E.G. THE QUESTION OF ' INTERMEDIARIES'' OR 
"RESEARCH BROKERS", MOBILITY OF SOCIAL SCIENTISTS 
BETWEEN UNIVERSITIES, GOVERNMENT RESEARCH UNITS AND 
DEPARTMENTS; THE NEED FOR A PLURALITY OF FUNDING 
SOURCES; THE VALIDITY OF THE CUSTOMER/CONTRACTOR 
PRINCIPLE, ETC.). 

ON THE BASIS OF THIS INFORMATION, WHICH WE SHOULD 
LIKE TO RECEIVE BEFORE 15TH IULY 1977, THE SECRETARIAT 
WILL PREPARE A "PROFILE" OF MEMBER COUNTRIES' OB- 
SERVATIONS AND SUGGESTIONS FOR DISCUSSION AT THE 
OCTOBER MEETING OF THE COMMITTEE, WITH A VIEW TO 
FORMULATING CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS WHICH 
MAY BE INCLUDED IN THE FINAL PUBLICATION OF THE 
REPORT. END QUOTE 
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